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Trees shine with silver standard
Silver, gold and white are shining on the most stylish Christmas trees this year. 
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Silver, gold and white are shining on the most stylish Christmas trees this year. 
A trip to Fair Oaks Mall or Tysons Corner will soon prove the point. Fair Oaks is making the holidays especially bright, thanks to branches covered with artificial snow, big, brushed gold and silver balls and sparkling little lights. Tysons Corner is now hosting the Christmas Traditions shop, where silver balls, icicles, ribbons and bows adorn the tallest tree.
"A lot of people are doing the white and silver tree," says Cheryl Dougherty, owner of Christmas Traditions. "That has been one of our biggest sellers for the last five years."
At A Special Touch in the Great Falls Village Center, Cathy Moran uses the terms "metallic" and "sparkling" to describe the decor.
"We have a lot of gold and silver bells and ribbons," she says.
Silver and gold ornaments combine with light sage green, dramatically displayed against bare birch branches at Karin's Florist in Vienna on Maple Avenue East (Route 123). There, Maris Angolia describes the effect as "a winter look." The same streamlined style appears in the shop's landmark windows, where white lights adorn the frosted branches.
"The more glitter, the better," agrees Mia Belotti at Maison et Jardin on Georgetown Pike in Great Falls. Five trees are on display there, following different decors. 
"White on white is my most successful combination this year," she said. "Gold and silver and white decorations, and the small white lights, on a tree flocked with fake snow ... it's an elegant, classic display. But that artificial snow lends a touch of whimsy, too."
Like those fake snowflakes, artificial trees are also coming back into fashion. "They are becoming more realistic," she explains. "The polyethylene needles are very popular because they are so lifelike. "People are especially interested in pre-lit artificial trees," she adds, "so they won't have to string all those little bulbs themselves."
Last year, 56 percent of the buyers chose artificial trees, including 90 percent with pre-lighting, according to Thomas Harman, CEO of the Balsam Hill artificial tree manufacturer. He advises buyers to choose 100 lights per foot, so that the standard seven-foot tree would have at least 700.
Not that tradition is dead. Belotti reports that the Stuart plaid ribbon standbys are still very much in style, with their bright stripes of red and green. Both Maison et Jardin and Christmas Traditions are showing these charming Christmas classics on their display trees. 
For other decorations, while the green shades may have (literally) paled, the traditional Christmas red is still (literally) hanging on. It oftens provides a vivid accent to the neutral metallic shades.
But no matter what the fashions may be, Christmas trees are largely for children. For that reason, Belotti says, "Penguins are very big because the kids love them," thanks to family films like Happy Feet and Surf's Up.
"People are looking for ornaments that represent activities the children are involved in," Dougherty agrees. This means a lot of miniature soccer balls, hockey gear and other athletic equipment. To personalize them even further, parents are looking for places on the ornaments to put their children's names. 
Those sports-related decorations are part of yet another tree-trimming trend ... namely, choosing a central theme.
At least two of these themed trees will be on display at the second annual Georgetown Jingle, where the $100 admission will benefit the Georgetown University Hospital pediatric cancer center. The Washington Design Center is hosting the event on Sunday, Dec. 9, from 4 to 8 p.m. at the Four Seasons Hotel in Washington.
Three Reston decorators are among the 30 who are contributing their holiday tree and tabletop decorations.
Susan Gulick calls her tree "All Wrapped Up," because it features gaily wrapped gift boxes.
Two other Reston residents, Camille Beers and Elizabeth Krial, are designing a "peace tree." It will feature custom ornaments representing different countries, such as a Japanese peace crane.
"We are trying to appeal to children," Beers explained. "We don't want to lose the fact that the tree is designed for the family. We want them to look at the tree and say, 'Wow'!" And that, of course, is usually the goal for anyone trimming a tree.
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